Helping Local Governments Advance EBM

The next generation of ecosystem challenges and opportunities requires
taking a more comprehensive, integrated approach to
coastal management.

The Need for Local Involvement

Every day local governments make thousands of decisions which affect
coastal ecosystems and decisions that affect the economy, environment,
and our communities. Building partnerships with local governments to
enable the use of the knowledge and legal authority which rests with
local governments, is critical to improving coastal ecosystem health.

Initial Actions that Could Begin at the Local Level
Include:

e Strengthening existing intermunicipal partnerships for watersheds,
economic development, tourism, and community revitalization

e Forging new partnerships where none exist
e Integrating EBM principles into local decision-making

e Providing support to communities to tackle shared goals focused on a
place or an issue

e Developing ways to capitalize on New York’s environmental quality

e Continue good municipal
planning that directs economic
development to the most
appropriate areas and avoid
development in areas where the
environment is an economic
asset for communities’ health
and future growth.




Building on Local Knowledge and Strengths

The Council will assist towns, cities and villages, when requested,

to develop and organize integration of EBM into their operational
capacity. The Council will also work to connect local governments
with opportunities to partner with regional and state level projects
and initiatives.

Intermunicipal partnerships can build on existing programs that
have a local place-based focus, working together to address
environmental quality, economic needs and community well-being.

The Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) serves
as a model for helping local governments and provides a consistent
statewide mechanism for EBM and municipal planning assistance.
Building from the LWRP model, municipal partnerships at the local level
will continue to be advanced.

Involving the significant knowledge, legal authority, and

resources of local governments is a Council priority. The Council

agencies are prepared to build partnerships and, if funds become available,

provide local assistance grants for community visioning, municipal and inter-
municipal planning, training programs and other technical assistance. Using
existing resources, the Department of State will enhance local capacity by
continuing targeted local government training. Model ordinances and regulations
will be provided to assist local governments in taking action on protecting coastal,
tidal, and riparian zones.

For more information contact: Gregory.Capobiano@dos.state.ny.us or Stephen.Ridler@dos.state.ny.us
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