Great South Bay EBM Demonstration Area

Demonstrate Ecosystem-based Management (EBM) at the
local level to illustrate links between natural resources,
community and the economy.

What is an EBM Demonstration Area?

The New York Ocean and Great Lakes Ecosystem
Conservation Act identified two areas that would be used to
“Bellport
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demonstrate EBM. These areas serve as pilots for how EBM o N R R ‘
could be implemented at the local level. . | L

Where is the Great South Bay Demo Area?
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The demonstration area includes the upland watersheds of the éi?:‘ ; i
Great South Bay, from the Nassau/Suffolk County line on the E= [ e iy i
| CJMunicipal Boundaries of
west to the Carmans River on the east, the Bay itself, Fire Island ‘ ‘ Tk wa PSS
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and extends out into the ocean. Great South Bay on Long Island

is a unique and valuable resource - the largest shallow estuarine =T 1
. - : . uiding EBM Principles:
bay in New York and home to 1.5 million people. It is an important area that supports g p

recreation, commercial interests, and critical habitat for species such as winter 1. Activities in and uses of

flounder, shellfish, horseshoe crabs, and piping plovers. the coastal ecosystem
are sustainable
What is Being Done in the Demo 2. Emphasis on
Area? collaboration
3. Broad public participa-
Seagrass Restoration — Seagrass tion is paramount in
communities in Great South Bay are planning and decision-

making

4. Integration of ecologi-
cal, social and economic

areas for hundreds of species of fish, factors

shellfish, and vertebrates. Over the past 20 5. Decisions are informed
by good science

6. When risks are
uncertain, caution is

comprised predominantly of eelgrass and

provide critical spawing, nursery and feeding

years, seagrass beds in Great south Bay have

decreased by nearly 3,000 acres. A number

of experimental plantings have been done to applied
: determine the best eelgrass seed transplant 7. Ecosystems’ intercon-
o _,;_1,,,54; " 7 e methods in order to accelerate recovery of nections among land,
— — . air and water are
The South Shore of Long Island eelgrass habitat to the bay. recognized

Partners and Stakeholders: Contact: Samantha Bartling
(518) 474-1844
samantha.bartling@dos.state.ny.us
www.nyoglecc.org

Council Agencies; South Shore Estuary Reserve; The

Nature Conservancy; Interest Groups (e.g., boating,
anglers, conservation, etc.); Towns and Counties




What is Being Done in the Demo Area:

Optimism for Hard Clam Restoration — At one time, the

Great South Bay hard clam fishery constituted half of the nation’s
total harvest. Clam populations declined to levels where many
areas were no longer reproducing. Actions have been underway to
return clams to the Great South Bay through a partnership led by
The Nature Conservancy. In 2006, five hard calm spawner
sanctuaries were established. In 2007, a partnership with the
towns of Brookhaven, Islip, and Babylon
was launched to expand the shellfish
nursery and monitoring program. And in
2008, after introducing 3 million adult
clams to the bay since the start of the

project, the number of juvenile hard

clam numbers in the central bay have

) increased 40 fold.
ering

g

tigate the
- ian Improving the Health of the Bay — Working
|

. with area stakeholders and partners, the health of the
ality and

| algae Great South Bay ecosystem has been the focus of
comprehensive study and management discussions. The
health of the Bay is proposed to be measured using nine
ecosystem indicators: hard clams, salt marshes, seagrass
meadows, barrier island complex, migratory predatory
fish, winter flounder, alewives, piping plovers, and
horseshoe crabs. Agencies, organizations, stakeholders
and partners will work together to take action on threats
to these ecosystem indicators. Some actions will be
locally driven while others will require coordinated

efforts with other partners.

Partners and Stakeholders: Contact: Samantha Bartling
(518) 474-1844
samantha.bartling@dos.state.ny.us
www.nyoglecc.org

Council Agencies; South Shore Estuary Reserve; The
Nature Conservancy; Interest Groups (e.g., boating,
anglers, conservation, etc.); Towns and Counties
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