Sandy Creeks EBM Demonstration Area

Demonstrate Ecosystem-based Management (EBM) at
the local level to illustrate links between natural
resources, the community and the economy.

What is an EBM Demonstration Area?

The New York State Ocean and Great Lakes Ecosystem
Conservation Act identified two areas that would be used to
demonstrate EBM. These areas serve as pilots for how EBM
could be implemented at the local level.

Where is Sandy Creeks Watershed Demo Area?
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The Sandy Creeks Watershed is made up of four drainages on the eastern shore of Lake

Ontario in northern New York State. It is a rural, working landscape supporting dairy

farming, forestry, and a wide range of recreational activities. This unique area

transitions from a freshwater dune/wetland/coastal pond complex to highly Priority Issues for the
productive agricultural lands to water-rich forested headwaters on the Tug Hill Plateau. Watershed:

o Habitat Fragmentation

Sandy Creeks Demo—Innovative Stakeholder Process in Action: and Land-Use Change
o Water Quality

Building on stakeholder outreach work that began in 2006, the collaborative and e Invasive Species

inclusive nature of EBM continues today. At a public meeting in September 2008, a Core

Team was formed made up of representatives from nine State agencies and six A Few of the

stakeholder groups. Stakeholder representatives were identified by key activities in the Implementation

Watershed: agriculture, recreation, large landowners/forestry, conservation, local Project Proposals:

government, and economy. The Core Team reviewed existing natural resource and

Vision: “A healthy and

ties, natural resources,
and the economy of the

and remains an active group.

Partners and Stakeholders:

Council Agencies; Tug Hill Commission; The Nature

Conservancy; Interest Groups (e.g., agriculture, rec-
reation, conservation, etc.); Towns and Counties

socioeconomic planning documents for the Sandy Creeks

priority issues. Eighteen project proposals were developed
to address those issues, using an EBM framework as a guide

area.” (see text boxes). The Core Team met throughout the Fall

o Agricultural Marketing
e Wastewater Manage-

sustainable Sandy Watershed. These documents served as a scientific and ment Improvements
Creeks Watershed eco- | community-based reference point and were helpful in e Early Detection and
system able to support | defining a common vision statement and identifying three InterYentlon of Two
strong rural communi- Invasive Beetles

Contact: Samantha Bartling

(518) 474-1844
samantha.bartling@dos.state.ny.us
www.tughill.org — click on the Sandy Creeks
EBM Initiative link




Work Completed and Underway ...

Forestry Workshop Participants

Work to Date:

e Organized 2 forestry workshops focusing on best
management practices

e Restored a section of Skinner Creek

e Created 2 newsletters and a website

e Treated 568 acres for Pale Swallow-wort
e Collected water quality samples throughout the watershed,
including streams and wells
Inventoried and mapped 130 miles of invasive species on
foot and with canoe
e Conducted over 25 scoping, steering, and public meetings
Convened a Core Team and produced 18 project proposals
Produced the following reports:
Sandy Creeks Watershed Baseline Conditions
Sandy Creeks Stakeholder Outreach
Sandy Creeks Watershed EBM Strategy
Comprehensive Literature Review

Talcott Falls
[ ]

L e Ul

Current Implementation Actions:

« Natural Heritage Inventory — mapping biodiversity

10/5/2006

hotspots throughout the watershed

. Stream Buffer installation — restoring riparian
habitat for fish, wildlife and anglers

. Invasive species work — mapping, eradicating and
monitoring for protection of the watershed'’s
ecology and economy

. Educational signage — connecting human use and
enjoyment of the watershed to Lake Ontario

« Mapping the Tug Hill Aquifer — for better under-

Pale Swallow-wort

standing and management of water resources

Partners and Stakeholders: Contact: Samantha Bartling
(518) 474-1844

samantha.bartling@dos.state.ny.us
www.tughill.org — click on the Sandy Creeks
EBM Initiative link

Council Agencies; Tug Hill Commission; The Nature Con-

servancy; Interest Groups (e.g., agriculture, recreation,
conservation, etc.); Towns and Counties
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